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Purposeof this document

Thisdocument hasbeenwritten by a former volunteerwith the
intention of informingthe decisionsof future applicants.

Volunteeringin Ecuador,and specificallyGuamotewill not suit
everyone. For those who it does suit however, the
experiencesaremany,variedandrewarding.

Thedocumentis broken into three sections: Work, Yourstay in
EcuadorandFreetime. With additionalinformationabout the
processof application.
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The project was initiated in 2009 by a former volunteer
LudovicJoxeand the ProvincialDirection of Educationin
Chimborazo,Ecuador. After recognisinga lack of low cost
volunteer opportunities and a lack of quality English
teachersin Ecuador,they decidedto removethe overheads
of a largemanagementorganisation.

Thetwo primaryobjectivesof the projectareto:
ω ProvidevolunteerEnglishteachersin Guamote, Ecuador

ω Providefree volunteeropportunitiesto Englishspeakers
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Background and Objectives 
of the Project
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Working on the Project



Youwill be placedasan EnglishTeacherin a schoolin the Provinceof
Chimborazo

Firstly you should expect an warm welcome from the teachers,
studentsandparentsalike

Youwill havea full timetableupwardsof 25hoursper week
The schools are adequately equipped, if a little basic. All of the

classroomshavewhiteboards
The Childrenare extremelyfriendly and inquisitive. In the main they

arekeento improvetheir English
You will be given a basic syllabuson your arrival, which is yours to

interpret. You will also receive the backgroundof any previous
teaching

Oncea week you will spend three hours with the secondaryschool
teachers of the provinceof Chimborazoin an Englishconversation
class, aimed at improving their general level of English and
pronunciation
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Working on the Project



The families will be very proud to have you stay and 
will be invaluable in your orientation and explaining 
local customs.  Hot water and electricity are 
common but frequently experience outages.

You could typically expect your own room and 
bed but volunteers have in the past shared both, 
with members of the family.
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Your stay in Ecuador

The local diet is fairly basic (and repetitive)  You 
could reasonably expect a boiled egg and bread roll 
for breakfast, followed by chicken soup and chicken 
and rice for lunch and dinner.
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Your stay in Ecuador

There are a number of people in the town who 
either speak English or are well advanced in 
their studies and even a few keen beginners

Inti Sisa is a Belgium foundation where you will find a 
source of friendship with other Gringo volunteers 
working in tourism.
The local Deacon, Pasqual, also speaks good English and 
will keen to practice as well as to take you on a tour of 
the local communities he works in

Living at 3000m altitudetakes a little getting used 
to.   The mornings are cold but the afternoons 
warm up considerably. Guamote has reasonable 
amenities for its size; a sports stadium, gym, 
hospital, internet access and beautiful countryside



Volunteers have weekends free to make the 
most of the wide variety of sights, nature and 
experiences the country has to offer.  Quito, 
Guyaquil, Cuanca, Baños and Puyo are all 
within reach.  

Riobamba is the nearest big town and the 
closest place with nightlife, decent shops and a 
cinema.  It is also recommended as a good 
place from which to book activities such as; 
Mountain climbing (Chimborazo and Cotopaxi), 
Bike rides, horse treks
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Free time


